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AN  ACT 


SUPPLEMENTARY  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  “AN  ACT  ESTAULISIIING  A 
MINT,  AND  REGULATING  THE  COINS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.” 


Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  officers  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  a Director,  a Treasurer,  an  Assayer,  a Melter  and  Re- 
finer, a Chief  Coiner,  and  an  Engraver,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint  shall  be  as  follows: — 

First.  The  Director  shall  have  the  control  and  management 
of  the  Mint,  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  and  persons 
employed  therein,  and  the  general  regulation  and  supervision 
of  the  business  of  the  several  Branches.  And  in  the  month 
of  January  of  every  year  he  shall  make  report  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint  and  its 
Branches  for  the  year  preceding;  and  also  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  as  said  Secretary  shall  re- 
quire, setting  forth  all  the  operations  of  the  Mint  subsequent 
to  the  last  report  made  upon  the  subject. 

Second.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  and  safely  keep,  all 
moneys  which  shall  be  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  Mint; 
shall  keep  all  the  current  accounts  of  the  Mint,  and  pay  all 
moneys  due  by  the  Mint,  on  warrants  from  the  Director.  He 
shall  receive  all  bullion  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage;  shall 
be  the  keeper  of  all  bullion  and  coin  in  the  Mint,  except  while 
the  same  is  legally  placed  in  the  hands  of  other  officers;  and 
shall,  on  warrants  from  the  Director,  deliver  all  coins  struck  at 
the  Mint  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  shall  be  legally  payable. 
And  he  shall  keep  regular  and  faithful  accounts  of  all  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Mint  in  bullion  and  coins,  both  with  the  officers 
of  the  Mint  and  the  Depositors;  and  shall  present,  quarter 
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yearly,  to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  depart- 
ment, an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Mint, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  adjusted  and  settled. 

Third.  The  Assayer  shall  carefully  assay  all  metals  used  in 
coinage,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  operations 
of  the  Mint;  he  shall  also  make  assays  of  coins  whenever  in- 
structed to  do  so  by  the  Director. 

Fourth.  The  Melter  and  Refiner  shall  execute  all  the  ope- 
rations which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of  standard 
silver  or  gold,  suitable  for  the  Chief  Coiner,  from  the  metals 
legally  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Fifth.  The  Chief  Coiner  shall  execute  all  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in  all 
respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  silver  and  gold  ingots, 
and  the  copper  planchets,  legally  delivered  to  him  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Sixth.  The  Engraver  shall  prepare  and  engrave,  with  the 
legal  devices  and  inscriptions,  all  the  dies  used  in  the  coinage 
of  the  Mint  and  its  Branches. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted , That  the  Director  shall 
appoint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  assistants  to  the 
Assayer,  Melter  and  Refiner,  Chief  Coiner,  and  Engraver,  and 
clerks  for  the  Director  and  Treasurer,  whenever,  on  represen- 
tation made  by  the  Director  to  the  President,  it  shall  be  the 
opinion  of  the  President  that  such  assistants  or  clerks  are  ne- 
cessary. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistants  to  aid  their 
principals  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  and  of 
the  clerks  to  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  for 
them  by  the  Director. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  whenever  any 
officer  of  the  Mint  shall  be  temporarily  absent,  on  account  of 
sickness,  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Director,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  officer,  to  appoint  some 
person  attached  to  the  Mint  to  act  in  the  place  of  such  officer 
during  his  absence:  and  to  employ  such  workmen  and  servants 
in  the  Mint  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  find  necessary. 

Sect.  .5.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  every  officer,  as- 
sistant, and  clerk  of  the  Mint,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some 
judge  of  the  United  States,  or  judge  of  the  superior  court,  or 
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any  court  of  record  of  any  State,  faithfully  and  diligently  to 
perform  the  duties  thereof. 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  of- 
ficers of  the  Mint,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their 
respective  offices,  shall  become  bound  to  the  United  States, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sums  hereinafter  mentioned,  with  con- 
dition for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of 
their  offices,  viz:  The  Treasurer  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars;  the  Assayer  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars;  the 
Melter  and  Refiner  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars;  and 
the  Chief  Coiner  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  And  that 
similar  bonds  may  also  be  required  of  the  assistants  and  clerks, 
in  such  sums  as  the  Director  shall  determine,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sect.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  of  the  Mint  the  following  salaries  per  an- 
num:— To  the  Director,  for  his  services,  including  travelling 
expenses  incurred  in  visiting  the  different  Branches,  and  all 
other  charges  whatever,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
to  the  Treasurer,  Assayer,  Melter  and  Refiner,  Chief  Coiner, 
and  Engraver,  each  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  assistants  and 
clerks,  such  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed  as  the  Director 
may  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President:  Pro- 
vided, That  an  assistant  shall  not  receive  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  that  a clerk  shall  not  receive  more  than 
twelve  hundred  dollars.  To  the  workmen  and  servants  shall 
be  allowed  such  wages,  to  be  determined  by  the  Director,  as 
maybe  customary  and  reasonable,  according  to  their  respective 
stations  and  occupations;  and  that  the  salaries  provided  for  in 
this  section  shall  be  payable  in  quarterly  instalments. 

Sect.  8.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  standard  for 
both  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter 
be  such,  that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight,  nine  hundred 
shall  be  of  pure  metal,  and  one  hundred  of  alloy;  and  the  alloy 
of  the  silver  coins  shall  be  of  copper,  and  the  alloy  of  the  gold 
coins  shall  be  of  copper  and  silver,  provided  that  the  silver  do 
not  excedd  one-half  of  the  whole  alloy. 

Sect.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  of  the  silver 
coins,  the  dollar  shall  be  of  the  weight  of  four  hundred  and 
twelve  and  one-half  grains;  the  half  dollar  of  the  weight  of  two 
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hundred  and  six  and  one-fourth  grains;  the  quarter  dollar  of 
the  weight  of  one  hundred  and  three  and  one-eighth  grains; 
the  dime,  or  tenth  part  of  a dollar,  of  the  weight  of  forty-one 
and  one-fourth  grains;  and  the.  half  dime,  or  twentieth  part  of 
a dollar,  of  the  weight  of  twenty  and  five-eighth  grains.  And 
that  dollars,  half  dollars,  quarter  dollars,  dimes,  and  half  dimes, 
shall  be  legal  tenders  of  payment,  according  to  their  nominal 
value,  for  any  sums  whatever. 

Sect.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  of  the  gold 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  eagle  shall  be  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  grains;  that  of  the  half  eagle  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  grains;  and  that  of  the  quarter  eagle  sixty-four  and  one- 
half  grains.  And  that,  for  all  sums  whatever,  the  eagle  shall 
be  a legal  tender  of  payment  for  ten  dollars;  the  half  eagle  for 
five  dollars;  and  the  quarter  eagle  for  two  and  a half  dollars. 

Sect.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted That  the  silver  coins 
heretofore  issued  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  and  the  gold 
coins  issued  since  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  continue  to  be  legal  ten- 
ders of  pajnnent,  for  their  nominal  values,  on  the  same  terms 
as  if  they  were  of  the  coinage  provided  for  by  this  act. 

Sect.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  of  the  copper 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  cent  shall  be  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half  cent,  eighty-four  grains. 
And  the  cent  shall  be  considered  of  the  value  of  one  hundredth 
part  of  a dollar,  and  the  half  cent  of  the  value  of  one  two- 
hundredth  part  of  a dollar. 

Sect.  13.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted , That  upon  the  coins 
struck  at  the  Mint,  there  shall  be  the  following  devices  and 
legends:  Upon  one  side  of  each  of  said  coins,  there  shall  be 
an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  inscription  of  the 
word  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage;  and  upon  the  re- 
verse of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins,  there  shall  be  the 
figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle,  with  the  inscription  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  a designation  of  the  value  of 
the  coin;  but  on  the  reverse  of  the  dime  and  half  dime,  cent 
and  half  cent,  the  figure  of  the  eagle  shall  be  omitted. 

Sect.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  gold  and  silver 
bullion,  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  shall  be  received  and 
coined  by  the  proper  officers,  for  the  benefit  of  the  depositor: 
Provided , That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  refuse,  at  the  Mint,  any 


deposite  of  less  value  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  any  bul- 
lion so  base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  operations  of  the  Mint: 

« find  provided,  also,  That  when  gold  and  silver  are  combined, 
if  either  of  these  metals  be  in  such  small  proportion  that  it  can- 
not be  separated  advantageously,  no  allowance  shall  be  made 
to  the  depositor  for  the  value  of  such  metal. 

Sect.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  bullion  is 
brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  it  shall  be  weighed  by  the 
Treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  when  practicable, 
and  a receipt  given,  which  shall  state  the  description  and 
weight  of  the  bullion:  Provided,  That  when  the  bullion  is  in 
such  a state  as  to  require  melting  before  its  value  can  be  ascer- 
tained, the  weight  after  melting  shall  be  considered  as  the  true 
weight  of  the  bullion  deposited. 

Sect.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  every  par- 
cel of  bullion  deposited  for  coinage,  the  Treasurer  shall  deliver 
to  the  Assayer  a sufficient  portion  for  the  purpose  of  being  as- 
sayed; but  all  such  bullion  remaining  from  the  operations  of 
the  assay,  shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasurer  by  the  Assayer. 

Sect.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Assayer 
shall  report  to  the  Treasurer  the  quality  or  standard  of  the  bul- 
lion assayed  by  him;  and  he  shall  also  communicate  to  the 
Treasurer,  such  information  as  will  enable  him  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  the  charges  hereinafter  provided  for,  to  be  made  to 
the  depositor,  for  the  expenses  of  converting  the  bullion  into 
standard  metal  fit  for  coinage. 

Sect.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  only  sub- 
jects of  charge  by  the  Mint  to  the  depositor,  shall  be  the  fol- 
lowing:— For  refining,  when  the  bullion  is  below  standard; 
for  toughening,  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  which  render 
it  unfit  for  coinage;  for  copper  used  for  alloy,  when  the  bullion 
is  above  standard;  for  silver  introduced  into  the  alloy  of  gold; 
and  for  separating  the  gold  and  silver,  when  these  metals  exist 
together  in  the  bullion;  and  that  the  rate  of  these  charges  shall 
be  fixed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Director,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  as  not  to  exceed,  in 
their  judgment,  the  actual  expense  to  the  Mint  of  the  materials 
and  labour  employed  in  each  of  the  cases  aforementioned;  and 
that  the  amount  received  from  these  charges  shall  be  accounted 
for,  and  appropriated  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  rvlint. 
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Sect.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  from  the  report 
of  the  Assay er,  and  the  weight  of  the  bullion,  the  Treasurer 
shall  estimate  the  whole  value  of  each  deposite,  and  also  the 
amount  of  the  charges  or  deductions,  if  any;  of  all  which  he 
shall  give  a detailed  memorandum  to  the  depositor;  and  he 
shall  also  give,  at  the  same  time,  under  his  hand,  a certificate 
of  the  net  amount  of  the  deposite,  to  be  paid  in  coins  of  the 
same  species  of  bullion  as  that  deposited. 

Sect.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  parcels  of  bul- 
lion shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  transferred  by  the  Treasurer 
to  the  Melter  and  Refiner;  that  a careful  record  of  these  trans- 
fers, noting  the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion,  shall  be 
kept;  and  that  the  bullion  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Melter  and  Refiner,  shall  be  subjected  to  the  several  processes 
which  may  be  necessary  to  form  it  into  ingots  of  the  legal 
standard,  and  of  a quality  suitable  for  coinage. 

Sect.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ingots  thus 
prepared  shall  be  assayed  by  the  Assayer,  and  if  they  prove  to 
be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  deviation  from  the  standard, 
they  shall  be  transferred  by  the  Melter  and  Refiner  to  the 
Treasurer,  accompanied  by  the  Assay er’s  certificate  of  their 
fineness;  and  that  a careful  record  of  the  transfer  shall  be  kept 
by  the  Treasurer. 

Sect.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ingots  of 
gold  shall  be  used  for  coinage,  of  which  the  quality  differs 
more  than  two  thousandths  from  the  legal  standard;  and  that 
no  ingots  of  silver  shall  be  used  for  coinage,  of  which  the 
quality  differs  more  than  three  thousandths  from  the  legal  stan- 
dard. 

Sect.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  in  the  Treasu- 
rer’s account  with  the  Melter  and  Refiner,  the  Melter  and 
Refiner  shall  be  debited  with  the  standard  weight  of  all  the  bul- 
lion placed  in  his  hands,  that  is  to  say,  with  the  weight  of  metal 
of  legal  standard  fineness  which  it  will  make;  and  that  he  shall 
be  credited  by  the  standard  weight  of  all  the  ingots  delivered 
by  him  to  the  Treasurer;  and  that  once  at  least  in  every  year, 
at  such  time  as  the  Director  shall  appoint,  the  Melter  and  Re- 
finer shall  deliver  up  to  the  Treasurer  all  the  bullion  in  his 
possession,  in  order  that  his  accounts  may  be  settled  up  to  that 
time;  and,  in  this  settlement,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a credit 
for  the  difference  between  the  whole  amount  of  bullion  deli- 
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vered  to  him  and  received  from  him,  since  the  last  settlement, 
as  an  allowance  for  necessary  waste:  Provided,  That  this  al- 
lowance shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of  the  whole  amount 
of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  respectively,  that  had  been  deliver- 
ed to  him  by  the  Treasurer. 

Sect.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Treasurer 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  over  to  the  Chief  Coiner,  in- 
gots for  the  purpose  of  coinage;  that  he  shall  keep  a careful 
record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and  description 
of  the  ingots;  and  that  the  ingots  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chief  Coiner  shall  be  passed  through  the  several  processes 
necessary  to  make  from  them  coins  in  all  respects  conformable 
to  law. 

Sect.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  adjusting 
the  weights  of  the  coins,  the  following  deviations  from  the 
standard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  of  the  single 
pieces: — In  the  dollar  and  half  dollar,  one  grain  and  a half ; 
in  the  quarter  dollar,  one  grain;  in  the  dime  and  half  dime, 
half  a grain;  in  the  gold  coins,  one  quarter  of  a grain;  in  the 
copper  coins,  one  grain  in  the  pennyweight;  and  that  in  weigh- 
ing a large  number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered  from 
the  Chief  Coiner  to  the  Treasurer,  and  from  the  Treasurer  to 
the  depositors,  the  deviations  from  the  standard  weight  shall 
not  exceed  the  following  limits:  Four  pennyweights  in  one 
thousand  dollars;  three  pennyweights  in  one  thousand  half 
dollars;  two  pennyweights  in  one  thousand  quarter  dollars; 
one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand  dimes;  one  pennyweight  in 
one  thousand  half  dimes;  two  pennyweights  in  one  thousand 
eagles;  one  and  a half  pennyweight  in  one  thousand  half 
eagles;  one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand  quarter  eagles. 

Sect.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Chief  Coiner 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  coins  are  prepared,  deliver  them 
over  to  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a careful  record  of  their 
kind,  number,  and  weight;  and  that  in  receiving  the  coins  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  see  whether  the  coins  of 
that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  limits  of  the  standard  weight; 
and  if  his  trials  for  this  purpose  shall  not  prove  satisfactory,  he 
shall  cause  all  the  coins  of  this  delivery  to  be  weighed  sepa- 
rately, and  such  as  are  not  of  legal  weight  shall  be  delivered 
1o  the  Melter  and  Refiner,  as  standard  bullion,  to  be  again 
formed  into  ingots  and  recoined. 
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Sect.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  at  every  de- 
livery of  coins  made  by  the  Chief  Coiner  to  the  Treasurer,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  As- 
sayer,  to  take,  indiscriminately,  a certain  number  of  pieces  of 
each  variety  for  the  annual  trial  of  coins,  (the  number  being 
prescribed  by  the  Director,)  which  shall  be  carefully  labelled 
and  deposited  in  a chest  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  kept 
under  the  joint  care  of  the  Treasurer  and  Assayer,  and  so 
secured  that  neither  can  have  access  to  its  contents  without  the 
presence  of  the  other. 

Sect.  2S.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted , That  the  Chief  Coiner 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  the  clippings 
and  other  portions  of  bullion  remaining  after  the  process  of 
coining,  and  that  the  Treasurer  shall  keep  a careful  record  of 
their  amount. 

Sect.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  theTreasurer’s 
account  with  the  Chief  Coiner,  the  Chief  Coiner  shall  be  de- 
bited with  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of  all  the 
bullion  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credited  with  the  amount,  also 
by  weight,  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and  other  bullion  de- 
livered by  him  to  the  Treasurer;  and  that  once  at  least  in  every 
year,  at  such  time  as  the  Director  shall  appoint,  the  Chief 
Coiner  shall  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  all  the  coins  and  bullion 
in  his  possession,  so  that  his  accounts  may  be  settled  up  to  that 
time;  and,  in  this  settlement,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a credit 
for  the  difference  between  the  whole  amount  of  ingots  delivered 
to  him,  and  of  the  coins  and  bullion  received  from  him,  since 
the  last  settlement,  as  an  allowance  for  necessary  waste:  Pro- 
vided, That  this  allowance  shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  silver,  or  one  and  one  half  thou- 
sandth of  the  whole  amount  of  the  gold,  that  had  been  delivered 
to  him  by  the  Treasurer. 

Sect.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  coins 
which  are  the  equivalent  to  any  deposite  of  bullion  are  ready 
for  delivery,  they  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  depositor,  or  his 
order,  by  the  Treasurer,  on  a warrant  from  the  Director;  and 
the  payments  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in  the  order  in 
which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to  the  Mint,  giving 
priority  according  to  priority  of  deposite  only;  and  that  in  the 
denominations  of  coin  delivered,  the  Treasurer  shall  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  depositor,  unless  when  impracticable  or 
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inconvenient  to  do  so,  in  which  case  the  denominations  of  coin 
shall  be  designated  by  the  Director. 

Sect.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  Mint  to  make  the  returns  to  depositors 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  the  said  Mint,  when  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof,  a deposite  of  such  amount 
of  public  money,  or  of  bullion  procured  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
shall  judge  convenient  and  necessary,  not  exceeding  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  out  of  which  those  who  bring  bullion  to  the 
Mint  may  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
this  value  has  been  ascertained;  that  the  bullion  so  deposited 
shall  become  the  property  of  the  United  States;  that  no  dis- 
count or  interest  shall  be  charged  on  money  so  advanced;  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  at  any  time  withdraw 
the  said  deposite,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  may,  at  bis  discretion, 
allow  the  coins  formed  at  the  Mint  to  be  given  for  their  equi- 
valent in  other  money. 

Sect.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  secure  a due 
conformity  in  the  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  respective 
standards  and  weights,  an  annual  trial  shall  be  made  of  the 
pieces  reserved  for  this  purpose  at  the  Mint  and  its  Branches, 
before  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  such  other  persons  as  the 
President  shall  from  time  to  time  designate  for  that  purpose,  who 
shall  meet  as  commissioners  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  February,  annually,  and  may  continue 
their  meetings  by  adjournment,  if  necessary;  and  if  a majority 
of  the  commissioners  shall  fail  to  attend  at  any  time  appointed 
for  their  meeting,  then  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  call  a 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time  as  he  may 
deem  convenient;  and  that  before  these  commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the 
Mint,  such  examination  shall  be  made  of  the  reserved  pieces 
as  shall  be  judged  sufficient;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  these 
pieces  do  not  differ  from  the  standard  fineness  and  weight  by  a 
greater  quantity  than  is  allowed  by  law,  the  trial  shall  be  con- 
sidered and  reported  as  satisfactory;  but  if  any  greater  devia- 
tion from  the  legal  standard  or  weight  shall  appear,  this  fact 
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shall  be  certified  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  if, 
on  a view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  shall  so  decide, 
the  officer  or  officers  implicated  in  the  error  shall  be  thence- 
forward disqualified  from  holding  their  respective  offices. 

Sect.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  copper  bullion 
shall  be  purchased  for  the  Mint,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
Treasurer,  under  instructions  from  the  Director;  that  the  cost 
shall  be  paid  from  the  fund  hereinafter  provided  for;  and  that 
the  copper  bullion  shall  be  of  good  quality,  and  in  the  form  of 
planchets,  fit  for  passing  at  once  into  the  hands  of  the  Chief 
Coiner. 

Sect.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted ',  That  the  copper 
planchets  shall  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Trea- 
surer to  the  Chief  Coiner,  to  be  by  him  coined;  and  all  such 
copper  shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasurer  by  the  Chief  Coiner, 
weight  for  weight,  without  allowance  for  waste. 

Sect.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  deliver  the  copper  coins 
in  exchange  for  their  legal  equivalent  in  other  money,  to  any 
persons  who  shall  apply  for  them:  Provided , That  the  sum 
asked  for  be  not  less  than  a certain  amount  to  be  determined 
by  the  Director,  and  that  it  be  not  so  great  as,  in  his  judgment, 
to  interfere  with  the  capacity  of  the  Mint  to  supply  other 
applicants. 

Sect.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  copper 
coins  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Director,  be  delivered  in  any 
of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
cost  of  the  Mint  for  transportation. 

Sect.  37.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  money  re- 
ceived by  the  Treasurer  in  exchange  for  copper  coins  shall 
form  a fund  in  his  hands,  which  shall  be  used  to  purchase  cop- 
per planchets,  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation  of  cop- 
per coins;  and  that  if  there  be  a surplus,  the  same  shall  be 
appropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Mint. 

Sect.  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  heretofore  passed,  relating  to  the  Mint  and  coins  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  Jan.  18th,  1837. 


OTHER  LEGAL  PROVISIONS 


STILL  IN  FORCE. 


L PROVISIONS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power — To  coin  money;  regulate 
the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins;  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures.  (Art.  I.  Sect.  8.) 

No  state  shall  coin  money,  or  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  (Art.  I.  Sec.  10.) 

II.  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  LOCATION  OF  THE  MINT. 

Be  it  enacted , 4'C.«  That  a Mint,  for  the  purpose  of  a national 
coinage,  be,  and  the  same  is  established,  to  be  situate  and  car- 
ried on  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
time  being.  (Act  of  April  2d,  1792:  the  seat  of  government 
being  then  at  Philadelphia.) 

Be  it  enacted , S?c.,  That,  until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1801, 
the  Mint  shall  remain  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  be  car- 
ried on  as  heretofore,  under  the  laws  now  in  force,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  (Act  of  May  14th,  1S00.) 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That  the  Mint  shall  remain  in  Philadel- 
phia until  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1803.  (Act  of 
March  3,  1801.) 

This  act  was  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  operation, 
for  successive  periods  of  five  years,  until  the  4th  of  March, 
1828,  when  the  location  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  was  made 
permanent,  by  the  following  enactment: 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That  the  act  entitled  “An  Act  concern- 
ing the  Mint,”  approved  March  the  third,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  revived  and  con- 
tinued in  force  and  operation,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 
(Act  of  May  19th,  1828,  Sect.  1.) 
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III.  DENOMINATIONS,  VALUES,  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF 
THE  COINS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  there  shall  be,  from  time  to  time, 
struck  and  coined  at  the  said  Mint,  coins  of  gold,  silver,  and 
copper,  of  the  following  denominations,  values,  and  descrip- 
tions: viz.  Eagles:  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars,  or 
units.  * * * * Half  eagles:  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  five 
dollars.  * * * * Quarter  eagles:  each  to  be  of  the  value  of 
two  dollars  and  a half  dollar.  * * * * Dollars,  or  units:  each 
to  be  of  the  value  of  a Spanish  milled  dollar,  as  the  same  is 
now  current.  * * * * Half  dollars:  each  to  be  of  half  the 
value  of  the  dollar,  or  unit.  * * * * Quarter  dollars:  each  to 
be  of  one-fourth  the  value  of  the  dollar,  or  unit.  * * * * 
Dimes:  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-tenth  of  a dollar,  or 
unit.  * * * * Half  dimes:  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one- 
twentieth  of  a dollar.  * * * * Cents:  each  to  be  of  the  value 
of  the  one-hundredth  part  of  a dollar.  * * * * Half  cents: 
each  to  be  of  the  value  of  half  a cent.  * * * * (Act  of  April 
2,  1792,  Sect.  9.  VVe  have  substituted  asterisks  for  those 
parts  of  this  section  which  are  now  obsolete,  relating  to  the 
standard  and  weight  of  the  coins.  Sufficient  particulars  on 
this  subject  may  be  found  under  the  head  relating  to  the  “Old 
standards  and  weights  of  Coins,”  page  18.) 

IV.  MONEY  OF  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That  the  money  of  account  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  expressed  in  dollars  or  units,  dimes  or  tenths, 
cents  or  hundredths,  and  mills  or  thousandths;  a dime  being 
the  tenth  part  of  a dollar,  a cent  the  hundredth  part  of  a dollar, 
a mill  the  thousandth  part  of  a dollar;  and  that  all  accounts  in 
the  public  offices,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  kept  and  had  in  conformity  to  this  re- 
gulation. (Act  of  April  2d,  1792,  Sect.  20.) 

V.  COPPER  COINS  CURRENT. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  after  the  expiration  of  six  calendar 
months  from  the  time  when  there  shall  have  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  by  the  said  Director,  in  cents  and  half  cents,  a 
sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars, — which  time  shall 
forthwith  be  announced  by  the  Treasurer  in  at  least  two  ga- 
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zettes  or  newspapers,  published  at  the  seat  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being, — no  copper  coins  or 
pieces  whatsoever,  except  the  said  cents  and  half  cents,  shall 
pass  current  as  money,  or  shall  be  paid  or  offered  to  be  paid, 
or  received  in  payment  for  any  debt,  demand,  claim,  matter  or 
thing  whatsoever;  and  all  copper  coins  or  pieces,  except  the 
said  cents  and  half  cents,  which  shall  be  paid  or  offered  to  be 
paid,  or  received  in  payment,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  afore- 
said, shall  be  forfeited;  and  every  person  by  whom  any  of 
them  shall  have  been  so  paid  or  offered  to  be  paid,  or  received 
in  payment,  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  dollars;  and  the 
said  forfeiture  and  penalty  shall  and  may  he  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit,  for  the  benefit  of  any  person  by  whom  informa- 
tion of  the  incurring  thereof  shall  have  been  given.  (Act  of 
May  8th,  1792,  Sect.  2.  The  announcement  required  having 
been  duly  made  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  this 
enactment  is  in  full  force.) 

VI.  FOREIGN  COINS  CURRENT. 

And  be  it  further  enacted , 4’C.,  That  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such 
dollars,)  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  moneys  due  to 
the  United  States,  after  the  said  time  when  the  coinage  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  previously  to  their  being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined 
anew,  in  conformity  to  the  act,  entitled,  “An  act  establishing 
a Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United  States.”  (Act 
of  Feb.  9,  1793,  Sect.  3.) 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted , <§’C.,  That  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  July  next,  the  following  gold  coins  shall  pass  cur- 
rent as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  receivable  in 
all  payments,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  de- 
mands, at  the  rates  following;  that  is  to  say, — the  gold  coins  of 
[Great  Britain],  Portugal,  and  Brazil,  of  not  less  than  twenty- 
two  carats  fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-four  cents  and  eight-tenths 
of  a cent  per  pennyweight;  [the  gold  coins  of  France,  nine- 
tenths  fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  and  one-tenth  of  a 
cent  per  pennyweight];  and  the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  Mexico, 
and  Colombia,  of  the  fineness  of  twenty  carats,  three  grains  and 
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seven-sixteenths  of  a grain,  at  the  rate  of  eighty-nine  cents  and 
nine-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the 
aforesaid  gold  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  to 
make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress.  (Act  of  June 
28th,  1834.  So  much  of  the  above  as  relates  to  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  is  supplied  by  the  act  of 
March  3,  1843,  Sect.  1.) 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  (§-c.,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  following  silver  coins  shall  be  of  the  legal 
value,  and  shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United 
States,  by  tale,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  the  dollar;  that  is  to  say, — the 
dollars  of  [Mexico,  Peru,]  Chili,  and  Central  America,  of  not 
less  weight  than  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  each;  and 
those  restamped  in  Brazil  of  the  like  weight;  and  of  not  less 
fineness  than  ten  ounces  fifteen  pennyweights  pure  silver  in 
the  Troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver.  [And 
the  five-franc  pieces  of  France,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than 
ten  ounces  and  sixteen  pennyweights,  in  twelve  ounces  Troy 
weight  of  standard  silver,  and  weighing  not  less  than  three 
hundred  and  eighty -four  grains  each,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three 
cents  each.] 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the 
aforesaid  silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
to  make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress.  (Act  of 
June  25th,  1S34.  So  much  of  the  above  act  as  relates  to  the 
silver  coins  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  the  five-franc  pieces  of 
France,  is  supplied  by  act  of  March  3,  1S43,  Sect.  2.) 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  following  foreign  gold  coins  shall  pass  cur- 
rent as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  receivable,  by 
weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  rates 
following,  that  is  to  say, — the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  of 
not  less  than  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  and  a half  thousandths 
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in  fineness,  at  ninety-four  cents  and  six-tenths  of  a cent  per 
pennyweight;  and  the  gold  coins  of  France,  of  not  less  than 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousandths  in  fineness,  at 
ninety-two  cents  and  nine-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  following  foreign  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  re- 
ceivable, by  tale,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at 
the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say, — the  Spanish  pillar  dollars, 
and  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Bolivia,  of  not  less  than 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousandths  in  fineness,  and 
four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  in  weight,  at  one  hundred  cents 
each;  and  the  five-franc  pieces  of  France,  of  not  less  than  nine 
hundred  thousandths  in  fineness,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  grains  in  weight,  at  ninety-three  cents  each. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the 
coins  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report 
of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress.  (Act  of  March  3,  1S43,  c. 
69.) 

Be  it  enacted,  6j-c.,  That  in  all  computations  of  the  value  of 
foreign  moneys  of  account  at  the  custom  houses  of  the  United 
States,  the  thaler  of  Prussia  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of 
the  value  of  sixty-eight  and  one-half  cents;  the  mil-reis  of  Por- 
tugal shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  cents;  the  rix-dollar  of  Bremen  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  seventy-eight  and 
three-quarter  cents;  the  thaler  of  Bremen,  of  seventy-two 
grotes,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  seventy- 
one  cents;  that  the  mil-reis  of  Madeira  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  cents;  the  mil-reis  of 
the  Azores  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of 
eighty-three  and  one-third  cents;  the  marc-banco  of  Hamburg 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  thirty-five 
cents;  the  rouble  of  Russia  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
of  the  value  of  seventy-five  cents;  the  rupee  of  British  India 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  the  value  of  fifty-four  and 
one-halt  cents;  and  all  former  laws  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed.  (Act  of  March  3,  1S43,  c.  92.) 
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VII.  OLD  STANDARDS  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  COINS. 

SILVER  COINS. 

Be  it  enacted,  &?c.,  That  the  standard  for  all  silver  coins  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-five  parts  fine,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  parts 
alloy;  and,  accordingly,  that  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-five  parts,  in  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-four 
parts  of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins,  shall  con- 
sist of  pure  silver,  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-nine parts  of  alloy,  which  alloy  shall  be  wholly  of  copper. 
(Act  of  April  2d,  1792,  Sect.  13.)  [This  standard  corresponds 
to  S92.4  thousandths,  nearly.] 

By  Sect.  9 of  the  same  act,  the  weight  of  the  dollar  is  fixed 
at  four  hundred  and  sixteen  grains  of  the  above  standard,  and 
the  weight  of  the  parts  of  the  dollar  in  proportion. 

This  standard  and  weight  were  retained  until  the  end  of  the 
year  1S36,  and  the  coins  of  this  period  are  still  legal  tenders  of 
payment. 

GOLD  COINS. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  the  standard  for  all  gold  coins  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  eleven  parts  fine  to  one  part  alloy; 
and,  accordingly,  that  eleven  parts  in  twelve  of  the  entire 
weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins  shall  consist  of  pure  gold,  and 
the  remaining  one  twelfth  part  of  alloy;  and  the  said  alloy 
shall  be  composed  of  silver  and  copper,  not  exceeding  one  half 
silver,  as  shall  be  found  convenient.  (Act  of  April  2,  1792, 
part  of  Sect.  12.) 

This  standard  corresponds  to  twenty-two  carats,  or  to  916# 
thousandths. 

By  Sect.  9 of  the  same  act,  the  weight  of  the  eagle  was  fixed 
at  two  hundred  and  seventy  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half 
and  quarter  eagle  in  proportion. 

This  standard  and  weight  were  retained  until  the  end  of 
July,  1S34,  when  the  following  enactments  came  into  force. 

Be  it  enacted,  8?c.,  That  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States 
shall  contain  the  following  quantities  of  metal;  that  is  to  say, — 
each  eagle  shall  contain  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  grains  of 
pure  gold,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  grains  of  standard 
gold;  each  half  eagle,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  grains  of  pure 
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gold,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  grains  of  standard 
gold;  each  quarter  eagle  shall  contain  fifty-eight  grains  of  pure 
gold,  and  sixty-four  and  a half  grains  of  standard  gold.  Every 
such  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars;  every  such  half 
eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars;  and  every  such 
quarter  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
And  the  said  gold  coins  shall  be  received  in  all  payments, 
when  of  full  weight,  according  to  their  said  respective  values; 
and,  when  of  less  than  full  weight,  at  less  values,  proportioned 
to  their  respective  actual  weights.  (Act  of  June  2Sth,  1S34, 
Sect.  1.) 

Be  it  further  enacted , That  all  gold  coins  of  the  United 
States,  minted  anterior  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  next, 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  at  the  rate  of  ninety-four 
and  eight-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight.  (Sect.  3 of  the 
same  act.) 

The  above  standard,  which  corresponds  to  21  carats  2^f 
grains,  or  899.225  thousandths,  continued  until  the  act  of 
January,  1837,  when  it  was  changed  to  900  thousandths.  The 
weights  of  the  gold  coins  were  not,  however,  altered;  and  all 
gold  coins  made  after  July  31,  1834,  are  legal  tenders,  accord- 
ing to  their  nominal  values. 


VIII.  AGAINST  COUNTERFEITING,  IMPAIRING,  OR  LIGHT- 
ENING THE  COINS. 


Be  it  enacted , <$'C.,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  falsely 
make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely 
made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
falsely  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  coin  in  resem- 
blance or  similitude  of  the  gold  or  silver  coin  which  has  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States; 
or  in  the  resemblance  or  similitude  of  any  foreign  gold  or 
silver  coin  which  by  law  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  made, 
current  in  the  United  States;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  publish,  or 
sell,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  publish,  or  sell,  or  bring  into  the 
United  States  from  any  foreign  place,  with  intent  to  pass,  utter, 
publish,  or  sell,  as  true,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited 
coin,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
with  intent  to  defraud  any  body,  politic  or  corporate,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  whatsoever;  every  person,  so  offend- 
ing, shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  conviction 
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thereof,  be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  imprisonment  and  confinement  at  hard  labour, 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence. 

An d be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  coin  in 
the  resemblance  or  similitude  of  any  copper  coin  which  has 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  publish,  or  sell;  or  attempt  to  pass, 
utter,  publish,  or  sell;  or  bring  into  the  United  States  from  any 
foreign  place,  with  intent  to  pass,  utter,  publish,  or  sell,  as 
true,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  coin,  with  intent 
to  defraud  any  body,  politic  or  corporate,  or  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever;  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished 
by  fine,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprison- 
ment, and  confinement  to  hard  labour,  not  exceeding  three 
years.  (Act  of  March  3d,  1S25,  Sect.  20,  21.) 

And  be  it  further  enacted That  if  any  person  shall  fraudu- 
lently and  for  gain’s  sake,  by  any  art,  way,  or  means,  whatso- 
ever, impair,  diminish,  falsify,  scale,  or  lighten,  the  gold  or 
silver  coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be, 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  any  foreign  gold  or 
silver  coins,  which  are  by  law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual 
use  and  circulation,  as  money,  within  the  United  States;  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a high  misde- 
meanour, and  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years, 
and  fined  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars.  (Act  of  April 
21,  1S06,  Sect.  3.) 

IX.  AGAINST  OFFENCES  AT  THE  MINT. 

Be  it  enacted , $*c.,  That  if  any  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins, 
which  shall  be  struck  or  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  debased,  or  made  worse  as  to  the  proportion  of 
fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  contained;  or  shall  be  of  less 
weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursuant  to  the 
several  acts  relative  thereto,  through  the  default  or  connivance 
of  any  of  the  officers  or  persons  who  shall  be  employed  at  the 
said  Mint,  for  the  purposes  of  profit  or  gain,  or  otherwise,  with 
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a fraudulent  intent;  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  or  persons 
shall  embezzle  any  of  the  metals  which  shall,  at  any  time,  be 
committed  to  their  charge  for  the  purpose  of  being  coined,  or 
any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be  struck,  or  coined,  at  the  said 
Mint,  every  such  officer  or  person  who  shall  commit  any,  or 
either  of  the  said  offences,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony, 
and  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  shall 
be  fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.  (Act  of 
March  3d,  1S25,  Sect.  24.) 

X.  STANDARD  WEIGHTS  OF  THE  MINT. 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a due 
conformity  in  weight  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the  second  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  entitled 
“ An  Act  establishing  a Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,”  the  brass  Troy  pound  weight  procured  by  the 
minister  of  the  United  States,  at  London,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  for  the  use  of  the  Mint, 
and  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Director  thereof,  shall  be  the 
standard  Troy  pound  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  con- 
formably to  which  the  coinage  thereof  shall  be  regulated. 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  to  procure,  and  safely  to  keep,  a series  of 
standard  weights,  corresponding  to  the  aforesaid  Troy  pound, 
consisting  of  a one  pound  weight  and  the  requisite  sub-divi- 
sions and  multiples  thereof,  from  the  hundredth  part  of  a grain 
to  twenty-five  pounds;  and  that  the  Troy  weights  ordinarily 
employed  in  the  transactions  of  the  Mint,  shall  be  regulated 
according  to  the  above  standards,  at  least  once  in  every  year, 
under  his  inspection,  and  their  accuracy  tested  annually  in  the 
presence  of  the  Assay  Commissioners,  on  the  day  of  the  an- 
nual assay.  (Act  of  May  19th,  1828,  Sect.  2,  3.) 

XI.  ASSAY  OF  BULLION  NOT  INTENDED  FOR  COINAGE. 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  to  receive,  and  cause  to  be  assayed,  bullion  not  in- 
tended for  coinage,  and  to  cause  certificates  to  be  given  of  the 
fineness  thereof,  by  such  officer  as  he  shall  designate  for  that 
purpose,  at  such  rates  of  charge,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of 


or  embez- 
zling the  me- 
tals or  coins. 


Penalty 

therefor. 


Standard 
Troy  pound 
of  the  Mint 
declared. 


Correspond- 
ing weights 
to  be  pro- 
cured for 
the  Mint, 
and  tested  at 
the  annual 
assay. 


Bullion  not 
to  be  coined 
may  be  as- 
sayed at  the 
Mint. 


22 


Unexpended 
appropria- 
tions, how 
disposed  of 


Branch 
Mints  estab- 
lished atNew 
Orleans, 
Charlotte, 
and  Dahlo- 
nega. 


Officers 

thereof. 


said  bullion,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  said  Director 
may  from  time  to  time  establish.  (Act  of  May  19th,  1828, 
Sect.  7.) 

XII.  UNEXPENDED  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Be  it  enacted,  §'C.,  That  in  regard  to  any  sum  which  shall 
have  remained  unexpended  upon  any  appropriation,  (other  than 
for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  upon,  and  reimbursement,  according  to  con- 
tract, of  any  loan  or  loans  made  on  account  of  the  United 
States;  for  the  purpose  of  the  sinking-fund;  or  for  a purpose, 
in  respect  to  which  a longer  duration  is  specially  assigned  by 
law;)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calen- 
dar year  in  which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been 
passed,  such  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and 
been  determined:  and  the  sum  so  unexpended  shall  be  carried 
to  an  account,  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  denominated 
“ The  Surplus  Fund,”  &c.  (Act  of  March  3d,  1795,  Sect.  16.) 

XIII.  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  BRANCHES  OF  THE  MINT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.,  That  Branches  of  the  Mint  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  established  as  follows:  One  branch  at  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver:  one 
Branch  at  the  town  of  Charlotte  in  Mecklenburg  county  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only:  and 
one  Branch  at  or  near  Dahlonega  in  Lumpkin  county,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  also  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  sites,  erecting  suitable  buildings,  and 
completing  the  necessary  combinations  of  machinery  for  the 
several  Branches  aforesaid,  the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated:  for  the  Branch  at  New 
Orleans,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  for  the 
Branch  at  Charlotte,  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  Branch 
at  Dahlonega,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  so  soon  as  the 
necessary  buildings  are  erected,  for  the  well  conducting  the 
business  of  each  of  the  said  Branches,  the  following  officers 
shall  be  appointed  upon  the  nomination  of  the  President,  and 
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with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate: — One  Superin- 
tendent, one  Treasurer,  one  Assayer,  one  Chief  Coiner,  one 
Melter,  and  one  Refiner.*  And  the  Superintendent  of  each 
Mint  shall  engage  and  employ  as  many  clerks,  and  as  many 
subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  as  shall  be  provided  for 
by  law:  and  the  salaries  of  the  said  officers  and  clerks  shall 
be  as  follows: — For  the  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans:  to 
the  Superintendent,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  to  the  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars; to  the  Chief  Coiner,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars; 
to  the  Assayer,  Melter  and  Refiner,  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each;  to  two  clerks,  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  each;  to  the  subordinate  workmen  and  servants, 
not  exceeding  twenty  in  number,  such  wages  and  allow- 
ances as  are  customary  and  reasonable,  according  to  their 
respective  stations  and  occupations.  For  the  Branches  at  Char- 
lotte and  Dahlonega:  to  the  Superintendents,  each  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  who  shall  respectively  discharge  the 
duty  of  Treasurers;  to  the  Chief  Coiners,  each  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Assay ers,  Melters,  and 
Refiners,  each  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
to  the  clerks,  not  exceeding  one  at  each  Branch,  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars;  and  to  the  subordinate  workmen  and  ser- 
vants, not  exceeding  the  number  of  five  at  each  of  the  said 
Branches,  such  wages  and  allowances  shall  be  paid  as  are  cus- 
tomary and  reasonable,  according  to  their  respective  stations 
and  occupations.  And  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  said 
salaries,  wages,  allowances,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
said  Branches  of  the  Mint  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  are,  appropriated:  for  the  Branch  at  New  Or- 
leans, the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars;  for  the  Branches 
at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
each. 

Sect.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  officers  and 
clerks  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  thereof,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some 

* This  designation  of  officers  is  changed  by  the  act  of  Feb  13th,  1837. 
See  page  24. 
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judge  of  the  United  States,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform 
the  duties  thereof;  and  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  condition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the 
duties  of  their  offices.  (This  section  is  amended  by  act  of 
April  2,  1S44.  See  p.  25.) 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  business  of  the  said  Branches  of  the  Mint  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  under  the  control  and  regulation  of  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Director  to  prescribe  such  regulations,  and 
require  such  returns,  periodically  and  occasionally,  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  intention  of  this  act  in  establishing  the  said  Branches: 
also,  for  the  purpose  of  discriminating  the  coins  which  shall  be 
stamped  at  each  Branch,  and  at  the  Mint  itself:  also,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  uniformity  of  weight,  form,  and  fineness, 
in  the  coins  stamped  at  each  place.  And  for  that  purpose,  to 
require  the  transmission  and  delivery  to  him  at  the  Mint,  from 
time  to  time,  of  such  parcels  of  the  coinage  of  each  Branch 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  to  be  subjected  to  such  assays  and  tests 
as  he  shall  direct. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  all  the  laws,  and 
parts  of  laws,  made  for  the  regulation  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  government  of  the  officers  and  persons  em- 
ployed therein,  and  for  the  punishment  of  all  offences  con- 
nected with  the  Mint  or  coinage  of  the  United  States,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  full  force,  in  rela- 
tion to  each  of  the  Branches  of  the  Mint,  by  this  act  established, 
so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  applicable  thereto.  (Act  of  March 
3d,  1S35.) 

XIV.  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  FOREGOING  ACT  ESTABLISH- 
ING BRANCH  MINTS. 

Be  it  enacted , fc.,  That  the  officers  of  the  Branch  Mint  at 
New  Orleans  shall  be  one  Superintendent,  one  Treasurer,  one 
Assayer,  one  Melter  and  Refiner,  and  one  Coiner;  and  that  the 
officers  of  the  Branch  Mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega,  seve- 
rally, shall  be  one  Superintendent,  who  shall  also  perform  the 
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duties  of  Treasurer;  one  Assayer,  who  shall  also  perform  the 
duties  of  Melter  and  Refiner;*  and  one  Coiner;  and  the  annual 
salaries  of  the  said  officers  shall  be  as  follows:  for  the  Branch  at 
New  Orleans,  to  the  Superintendent,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Assayer,  the  Melter  and  Refiner, 
and  the  Coiner,  each  two  thousand  dollars;  Tor  the  Branches 
at  Charlotte  and  at  Dahlonega,  to  the  Superintendent,  two 
thousand  dollars;  and  to  the  Assayer  and  the  Coiner,  each  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars. 

* Amended  by  the  following  Act  of  February  27,  1843. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled,  ‘‘An  Act  to  establish  Branches  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,”  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  as  is  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
(Act  of  Feb.  13th,  1837.) 

Be  it  enacted fyc.,  That  an  act  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  establish  Branches  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,”  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  be  and  it  is  hereby 
altered  and  amended,  so  as  to  transfer  the  duties  of  Melter  and 
Refiner  from  the  Assayer  to  the  Coiner,  at  the  Branches  of 
Dahlonega,  in  Georgia,  and  of  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina, 
respectively,  and  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  conflicting  with 
this  act,  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed.  (Act  of  Feb.  27th, 
1S43.) 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  by 
the  third  section  of  an  act  passed  March  third,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  establish  Branches 
of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,”  may  be  taken  before  any 
judge  of  the  superior  court,  or  of  any  court  of  record,  in  the 
State  where  the  Branch,  of  which  the  person  taking  said  oath 
is  an  officer  or  clerk,  is  situated.  (Act  of  April  2,  1844.) 
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